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Bureau of Standards Jamaica  

• Statutory Body 

• Ministry of Industry, Investment and 
Commerce (MIIC) 

• Standards Act 1968 

• Processed Food Act 1959 

• Weights & Measures Act 1976 



Bureau of Standards Jamaica (cont’d) 

Others:  

• The Trade Act (1955)  

• The Customs Act (1941)  

• The Petroleum (Quality Control) 
Regulations (1990) 

• The CARICOM Regional Organization for 
Standards and Quality Act (2005) 

 



BSJ’s Mission Statement 

To promote the international 
competitiveness of Jamaican 

producers, facilitate the trade and 
protect consumers by providing 

regulatory service through a 
qualified and committed, 

motivated team.  

 



Some Standards 
• JS 36: 1991 [Jamaica Standard Specification for 

Processed Food (general)] 

• JS CRS 5: 2010 [Jamaican Standard for Pre-
packaged Foods] 

• JS 1: Part 1: 1992 [Jamaica Standard Specification 
for The labelling of commodities (Labelling of 
prepackaged goods)] 

• JS 317: 2012 [Jamaican Standard for The 
production of processed food utilizing the HACCP 
principles (general)] 



Registration Process 
• Fill out an application form/s 

• Make a deposit 

• Inspection conducted by BSJ’s inspector 

• Inspector recommends establishment for 
registration 

• “Certificate of Registration for an 
Establishment” is prepared 

• Establishment issued with “Certificate of 
Registration for an Establishment” 



How to get access to application form/s 



How to get access to application form/s (cont’d) 



How to get access to application form/s (cont’d) 



How to get access to application form/s (cont’d) 



• MONTEGO BAY 
The UGI Building 
1st Floor  
30-34 Market Street  
Montego Bay , St. James 

 

• OCHO RIOS  
WG WALTERS BUILDING 
103 Main Street 
Ocho Rios, St. Ann 

• MANDEVILLE 
Shop 16, Caledonia Plaza Annex 
71/2 Caledonia Road 
Mandeville, Manchester  

 

• SAVANNA-LA-MAR 
Shop # 15  
62 Great Georges Street  
Savannah-La-Mar P.O.  
Westmoreland  

• KINGSTON (Head Office) 
6 Winchester Road, 
Kingston 10 

How to get access to application form/s (cont’d) 



Application Forms for Registration 

• The Standards Act – All products  

• The Processed Food Law – Prescribed Food 
only 



List of Prescribed Foods 
(Under The Process Food Act, 1959) 

 Grapefruit Segments (whole 
and broken) 

 Grapefruit Juice (straight 
and concentrate) 

 Canned Mango (slices) 

 Mango with Rum 

 Marmalade (Orange) 

 Canned Orange Juice 
(straight and concentrate) 

 Canned Pineapple (slices 
and chunks) 

 Pineapple Juice 

 

 Canned Yams 
 Canned Ackees  
 Jellies 
 Jams 
 Guava Cups 
 Guava Halves 
 Fruit Nectars 
 Sauces   
 Hot Sauce 

• Hot Pepper Sauce 
• Table Sauce 
• Soya Sauce etc. 

 Pickled Cucumbers 
 Susumber 
 Canned Soups 

 



List of Prescribed Foods 
(Under The Process Food Act, 1959) – cont’d 

 Processed Meats - 
• Viennas 
• Hams 
• Bacon 
• Frankfurters 
• Bologna 
• Salami 

 Curried Mutton (frozen) 
 Macaroni & Mince  
 Mackerel & Bananas 
 Sweet Potato Mix 
 Rice & Peas   
 Fried Plantain 
 Vinegar 
 Syrups  

 Oxtail in Wine 
 Stewed Beef 
 Ackee & Saltfish 
 Stew Peas 
 Chicken (Maryland Style) 
 Beef Balls 

 Tomato in skin 

 Canned Tomatoes 

 Tomato Juice 

 Tomato Juice Cocktail 

 Tomato Ketchup 



Some non-prescribed foods 

• Canned Callaloo in Brine 

• Seasoning 

• Rum & Liquor 

• Breads & Pastries 

• Coconut Water & Water 

• Browning 

• Roots Wine 

• Pepper Mash 

 











FEES FOR REGISTRATION ASSESSMENT 

• Deposit: $5,000.00 (1st hour) 

• Over 1 hour: $2500.00 each ½ hour 
thereafter 

 

Examples: 

1 ½ hours Registration Assessment: $7,500.00 

3 ½ hours Registration Assessment: $17, 500.00 

5 hours Registration Assessment: $25,000.00 

 



Documents required from BSJ 
for Export 

• Certificate of Approval 

• Certificate of Export 

• Exemption Letter 

• Certificate of Free Sale  

• Certificate of Health 

• Certificate of Hygiene  

** Not all products require the above certificate/s** 



Cost for Documents  

Documents Cost 

Certificate of Approval $ 25.00 +  
$ 625.00 

Certificate of Free Sale (English) $ 1,250.00 

Certificate of Free Sale (Spanish) $ 2,500.00 

Certificate of Health (English) $ 1,250.00 

Certificate of Health (Spanish) $ 2,500.00 

Certificate of Hygiene (English) $ 1,250.00 

Certificate of Hygiene (Spanish) $ 2,500.00 



Steps for Certificate of Approval 

• Sampling of Product/s by a BSJ inspector (if 
no Food Safety System) + completed 
“Certificate of Approval” application 

• Send Product/s to Lab for testing 

• Inspector analyze test report 

• Assign a grade to the product 

• Complete “Certificate of Approval” 

• Client collects “Certificate of Approval” from 
BSJ Head Office 

 







 
Steps for Certificates of Free Sale, 

Health & Hygiene  

 • Send a letter to the BSJ requesting the 
required Certificate – product/s, batch code/s, 

quantity, size of each container, the name & address of the 
person/ company that the product/s is going to and the 
language required for the certificate 

• BSJ prepares Certificate 

• Client collects Certificate at BSJ’s Head 
Office 



Further Information 

• www.bsj.org.jm 

• info@bsj.org.jm 

• The Dr. Artnel Henry Standards and 
Technical Information Centre 

•                    Bureau of Standards Jamaica 

•                    @StandardsJa 

• 876 – 632 – 4BSJ (275) 

• 876 – 618 – 1534  

 

http://www.bsj.org.jm/
mailto:info@bsj.org.jm


THE END 


